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Lirke. If lie had any deep feelings on the subject, he chose to uiccnl them, perhaps frotn a conviction tliat the expression of em would do more harm than good.
Well would it have been for the cause of peace if the champion J'Yonch royalism in these islands bad obeyed the dictates of nson which hold J'itt tongue-tied. Unfortunately .sentiment id emotion at this time reigned supremo in the great mind of .irkc. Kvciy student of history must admire the generous 1m-ilnes which were incarnate in the great Irishman. They lent lour to the products of his imagination, and they lit up his lions with a glo\v which makes his blunders more brilliant an the dull successes of mediocre men. Where sentiment was *afe guicle,;thcrc Hurkc led on with an energy that was not less nspicuous than his insight. Where critical acumen, mental lance, and self-restraint were needed, the excess of his qualities ten led him far astray. The true function of such ti man lit to Icrprct the half-felt impulses of the many. If hi: seek to guide cm lo definite solutions, bis ardent temperament Is apt to urshont tlu: mark. Observers noted how lliti'ke's vehement luluct of tin: Warren Ilasting's affair injured his canst:; and my more were soon to discern the same failing when, with Jtic: ardour, he rushed into the complex waxes of the 1'ionch wolution.
Opinions will always differ as to the merits uf his remarkable ok on Lhut subject. Its transcendent literary excellences at ce ensured it an influence enjoyed by no other political work that ape; but we are here concerned with his " Reflections" t n.i literature, but na criticism on the I'Vench movement. Kven thla respect he rightly gauged some of the weaknesses of .lite democracy. Me was the first of Unions to discern the ril to the cause of freedom when the brutal fury of the popu-K broke forth in the hour of its first triumph, the surrender of : Ilastillc, rind still more in the Jacqueries that followed. Uc o gave eloquent and imperishable expression to the: feeling of ipttct for all that is venerable, in which the I'Vench reformers re sadly deficient; and, whllr he bade them nave all that lid lie snvctl of their richly-storied past, he truly ftuvtold their urc if they gave rein to iheir iconoclastic /eal. In my judgc-uil UK: passage in which llurlce fun-lolls the advent of iwparu; i;i grander even than lhat immortal rhapsody on the « of Mnrie Antoinette and the passing away of the age ofrlhelesH, It would have Imen gnicroiii l«» niiutuiir thU Hpllefulnesa to her narrow training ami liittor Mtrmw). Pill would have been a more dignitlng figure* if he had ««tfni«tiMlly .shown n .spark uf thnt imli;;imlinn whitli hitrrtt -..u rimrly ins by no means inevitable, and which few if any had expected.tit," 30^.idly IIMJII*!.   A
